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Attn: Nancy Rumwril
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Drear D, Bwimrill:

Thank you for the oppartunuty o give public testimony in the permit renewal process for the Lahaina Was
wells.

Iwould like 1o ceho the data and testimony of Meghan Dailer and Robin Knox, as well as Dan Polhenus
fzw.

While there are many facets of this subject 1o address, my time is unfotunately lmited and so 1 wili brief
coral reef habitat, recommendations for treatment improvements. and a reminder thal we stand in the face
Coral Reefs

[ am a marine scientist and research diver with the Division of Aquatic Resources on Maui, collaborating
work eurrently focuses on the reef at Kahekili Beach PPark, and [ spend a low of time on the reef there. As
whaole of the Hawanan Archipelago (1 am currently aboard a NOAA research vessel now) and is familiar
cerainty that Maul's reefs are in a fragile and stressed state, cven without data. The reef at Kahekili show
algal blooms, arcas of the reel are crumbling, and freshwater seeps emerpe at many areas on the reef, Me
that algae on the reef are passively uptaking nutricnts with a sewage signal. Invasive algae blooms arg log
As an example from the past: when the Kapalua inpection wells ¢losed, the algae problem in that area sub
Program (CRAMI} data show clear declines in eoral cover in the areas in proximily to injection wells, a3
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Maui's coral reets arg in 8 state of rapid decline. Ecosyslems that have been evolving and flourishing for
collapsing in mere decades due to anthropogenic impacts. We acknowledge that there are many stressors
injection wells are a major contribulor (unpublished data),

Advanced Wastewater Treatment

T hughly recommend that we not settle for the next minimum as is so frequently done. by putting cur effor
does nal megt health standzards, but ensure better water quality through advanced wasiewater treatment up
wastewater to the “fifth degree” whergin the product is drinkable water. Tor an island community such as
waler [s grealer than the supply, we should plan for fature growth and put the appropriale measures and te
Federal assistance o make the necessary improvernents (o the wastewater facility, and infrastoucture for w
i attaining these resourees,

Climaie Change

With comnmitted global warming and commilted ocean acidification, it is imperative to remove antlropog
they may have the energy o grow and repraduce instesd of spending enerpy fighting off stressors. The In
the US Coral Reet Task Force Meeting this year have produced one message: we only henve fenr years . *F
are ot was the message from USCRTE LPA member Stephen 1., Johnson, directed t Hawaii's Planning
We have an opportunity here to make significant changes to the way we are impacting our recfs, and it sh
requires Federal assistance.

When Usay “we’. T speak for all of the people I talk with in the community who are concerned about the in
supply, and our health and well being. This constitules a lot of folks, so if they were not able to comment
The current standards and regulations for R-1 water are insufficient for public health: as Tam surc you hav
Knox, Please recommend thal advanced treatment be the new policy for our island community. Unlike th
harder (o come by out here.

[ sincerely appreciate this opportunity to give tiy input on this issue,

Best regards.

Darla 1 White

Field Coordinator

Kahekilt lerbivore Enhancement Area {11EA), Maui
University of Hawai'i, Botany Depanment &
Hawai'i Division of Aquatic Resources

130 Mahalani Street, Wailuku FII 96793
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